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Spanish legal framework 

EHEA 

University Act, Modified in 2007 

Royal Decrees: 2004, 2005, 2007, 2010, 2011… 

Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance 

Evaluation Procedures of ANECA 

The QA framework in Spain 
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The QA framework in Spain 

Spanish Universities Act 6/2001  

laid down the basis for the setting up of 
a national agency in order to ensure the 
quality assurance of the Spanish Higher 

Education system  

ANECA 

(National Agency for Quality Assessment and 
Acreditation of Spain) 

Was set up on 19 July 2002 
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* External Quality 
Assurance/Accreditation 

Organization 

 

* Public body set up on 19 
July 2002 

 

 

National Agency for 
Quality Assessment 
and Accreditation 

The QA framework in Spain 
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 National level 

QUALITY ASSURANCE AGENCIES 

 Regional level 

The QA framework in Spain 
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The University Act (2001) establishes: 

as the main functions of ANECA 

in order to promote and guarantee quality 
assurance of Spanish HEIs, in both national and 
international settings. 

Evaluation, 

certification 

and accreditation 

The QA framework in Spain 
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•  (Under)Graduate degree 
programmes 

1. Bachelor degree (Grado) 

•  Postgraduate degree programmes 

2. Master degree (Máster) 

3. Doctoral (Ph.D) degree (Doctorado) 

Organization of degree 
programmes: 

 

Spanish Higher Education System 
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Spanish Higher Education System 

*ECTS: European Credit Transfer System 

  1 ECTS= is equivalent to 25 hs of student work for a subject (study time, attend the class, practicals, works and examinations) 

  Structure of the Spanish University System 

240 ECTS* 

 

 

 

Bachelor 

60-120 ECTS 

Doctoral 
Dissertation 

3 - 4 years 

 

Master 

P
ro

fe
ssio

n
al  activitie

s 
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• It allows clasifying, comparing and giving transparency to HE 
qualifications 

• It fosters mobility within the EHEA and the international 
labour market 

• MECES defines four learning levels: Upper Technical Level, 
Bachelor, Master and Doctorate (Técnico Superior, Grado, 
Máster y Doctor) 

• All the stakeholders involved in HE have been consulted: 
academic staff, students, employers, trade unions and 
regional governments 

The Spanish Qualifications Framework for HE: MECES 

Spanish Higher Education System 
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Goal: Supplying the necessary information about the training 
level assigned to the different diplomas awarded. 

MECES includes 4 levels including non-university HE programmes 
and degrees: Upper Artistic, Plastic and Design and Sport 
programmes, Vocational Education upper level programmes. 

Self-certification of the MECES: 

Following the mandate of the EHEA Ministers, the law includes 
the international self-certification of the MECES by European 
experts. ANECA was asked to coordinate this process. 

MECES will become a powerful tool to respond the requirement 
for qualifications recognition in order to fulfilment the Lisbon 
Recognition. 

The Spanish Qualifications Framework for HE: MECES 

Spanish Higher Education System 
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What do we externally assess? 
 

 
 

 
a)Bachelor, Master and Doctoral degrees 

b)Higher-Education Academic Staff 

c) Internal Quality Assurance 
systems of HEIs 

d)Internal Assessment 
procedures of HEIs for the 
teaching activity 

e)Other programs 

The evaluation activities of ANECA 



 In Spain:  

Accreditation of 
programmes 

Accreditation of 
institutions 

Compulsory for all official 
programmes! 

The evaluation activities of ANECA 
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Assures the quality 
of the educational 

proposal 

EX - ANTE 

Definition of 
intended LO 

ACCOUNTABILITY 

Assures the validity of 
the project once it has 

been implemented 

Follow-up 

Progress of the 
study programme 

Assessment of the 
achieved LO 

PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION 

Assures quality of 
learning (competency 

and qualification) 

EX - POST 

The sum of three processes: 

Programme Accreditation in Spain 

The evaluation activities of ANECA 
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Is the programme being implemented 
according to the project proposal 

commitment? 

Do the achieved results 
justify the re-accreditation 

of the programme? 

17 

Assessment Framework for programme 
accreditation: 

The evaluation activities of ANECA 



The procedure 

Self-evaluation 

Visit by experts panel 

Evaluation for Accreditation 

The evaluation activities of ANECA 



 In Addition ANECA has THREE VOLUNTARY 

procedures:  

Assessment for European 
Labels 

Assessment of IQAS of 
HEIs 

Institutional 
Accreditation 

Complementary to programme accreditation!  

The evaluation activities of ANECA 



Assessment of IQAS of 
HEIs 

Goal: To provide guidance in design and certifying internal 

quality assurance systems integrating all the 
activities related to degree programmes quality 
assurance.  

1. To orientate in the design of the Internal Quality 
Assurance Systems (IQAS) of University Schools 

2. Assessment of the designs of the IQAS 

 

3. Certification of the Implemented IQAS 

Milestones 

The evaluation activities of ANECA 
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Framework for Internal quality assurance 

system Assessment: 

1.0. How the HEI defines its quality policy and goals. 

1.1. How the HEI ensures the quality of its programmes. 

1.2. How the HEI orientates its programmes towards the 
students. 

1.3. How the HEI assures and enhances the quality of its 
academic staff.  

1.4. How the HEI manages and improves its physical 
resources and services  

1.5. How the HEI analyses and takes into consideration the 
outcomes.  

1.6. How the HEI publishes information on degree 
programmes.  

The evaluation activities of ANECA 
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Assessment for 
European/International 

Labels 

Goal: INTERNATIONALITATION! To offer, within 

some disciplines, the possibility to obtain an 
international label simultaneously with the 
compulsory process for ex-post national 
accreditation.  

Currently in place in TWO disciplines 

Engineering Informatics 

The evaluation activities of ANECA 



To allow to Spanish Universities the opportunity to 

obtain a recognised international label in 

certain specific scientific fields, at the 

programme level, within the national 

accreditation procedure 

 

OBJECTIVE 

The evaluation activities of ANECA 



1. Take a step forward in the degrees’ accreditation. 

2. To avoid the multiplication of processes in order to 
obtain the national accreditation and the international 
labels.  

3. “For a bit more”, aiming for national accreditation AND 
for an international quality label.   

 

ADVANTAGES 

The evaluation activities of ANECA 



Once an engineering/informatics programme 
asks for re-accreditation, two options are 
provided:  

If this is the option, then… 

a) Ask for compulsory national 
accreditation, or 

  

a) Ask for compulsory national 
accreditation together with the 
EUR-ACE/EURO-INF label request 

The evaluation activities of ANECA 



Common to the compulsory national 
accreditation 

Additional information 
for the label 

26 

Assessment Framework for expost 
programme accreditation+EUR-ACE Label: 

Site visit 
required! 

The evaluation activities of ANECA 



Goal: INCREASE EFFICIENCY! To offer the possibility 

to achieve institutional accreditation at school level. 
When obtained, accreditation will be applicable to all 
programmes under the umbrella of that school.  

Institutional 
Accreditation 

Moving from…to 

Programme 
Accreditation 

Institutional 
Accreditation 

The evaluation activities of ANECA 



Steps requerided to participate 

1. Programme Accreditation 2. School Institutional Accreditation 

The assessment follows 
the path: exante 

accreditation-follow up-
expost accreditation 

Focus: 
 

Programmes   

Focus: 

Schools  with:  

• 50% of their programmes 
already accredited. 

• IQAS implemented 
already certified. 

The assessment relates to all 
programmes implemented 
within that school 

Voluntary Compulsory 

http://www.aneca.es/Programas/MONITOR
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Validity: Maximum 5 years  

Renovación: a través de  
2. School Institutional Accreditation 

Focus: 

Schools  with:  

• 50% of their programmes 
already accredited. 

• IQAS implemented 
already certified. 

1. Special focus on the Internal 
Quality Assurance System of 
the School 

2. Assessment of the outcomes of 
a group of programmes that 
have not been assessed before 

3. If school accreditation is not 
obtained, all programmes 
within that school will be 
subject to programme 
accreditation the year after. 

Milestones 

Institutional 
Accreditation 
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Thank you for your 
attention 

www.aneca.es  

rllavori@aneca.es  

http://www.aneca.es/

